


24rd September 2026
Joint Letter to the Commission regarding unjustified territorial supply constraints
Dear Executive Vice-President Ribera,
dear Executive Vice-President Séjourné,
We would like to draw your attention to the important issue of unjustified territorial supply constraints and the ongoing public consultation. We are surprised that the deadline for submitting comments has been extended once again. We would like to recall the Commission’s initial timeline for developing tools to tackle unjustified TSCs in the fourth quarter of 2026, as outlined in the Single Market Strategy.
We welcome the Commission’s farsighted and thorough preparation to address and end unjustified practices of large international companies. Nevertheless, swift and decisive action is needed. We would like to recall the non-paper of last September as well as the letter in February. 
We welcome your comprehensive understanding of the issue in ensuring that the Commission puts all efforts into finding solutions to end unjustified territorial supply constraints and that those solutions shall not have any unintended negative side effects. The overall aim must be to strengthen the competitiveness of European businesses, to safeguard the food supply with sufficient production sights in all Member States and to ensure fair prices for European business customers and ultimately consumers. 
At the same time, competition law must effectively be enforced by the Commission and national competition authorities and cooperation between the competition authorities in the European Competition Network shall be intensified regarding TSCs. Antitrust cases like the Mondelez decision have shown that competition law is an important instrument to combat unjustified TSCs, and stakeholders confirm that the use of TSCs has declined since the Mondelez decision and other ongoing investigations. At the same time, while competition law remains an important tool, it may not be sufficient to address all forms of unjustified territorial supply constraints. Further consideration should therefore be given to suitable measures at EU level to address situations that cannot be effectively tackled under the existing competition law framework.
In this context, we urge the Commission to swiftly develop and present an effective approach at EU level to combat unjustified territorial supply constraints while maintaining proportionality. Thank you for dedicating attention to this topic.
Best regards,

Wolfgang Hattmannsdorfer
Federal Minister for Economy, Energy and Tourism, Austria
Karel Havlíček 
First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Industry and Trade, Czech Republic
Viktors Valainis
 Minister of Economics, Republic of Latvia
Lex Delles
Minister of the Economy, SME, Energy and Tourism, Luxembourg
Heleen Herbert
Minister of Economic Affairs and Climate, the Netherlands
Panagiotis (Takis) Theodorikakos
Minister for Development, Hellenic Republic
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